ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE REPUBLIC TO THE NATION 
 Tuesday 19th, December 2006

Ivorians 
My fellow Countrymen 
Dear friends of Côte d'Ivoire 
On November 2nd 2006, I said in a national address that, beyond all the resolutions adopted on the crisis in our country, it is first and foremost our responsibility as Ivorians to end the crisis. 

I promised to draw with you a new framework for the resolution of the crisis. 

For the past two weeks, from November 7th through the 21st 2006, you have expressed your opinion and made some important contributions as to what remains to be done to end the crisis. I would like to seize this opportunity to thank all of you: organizations of the civil society, religious groups, our traditional chiefs, representatives from the nineteen regions of our country, and representatives of the foreign communities residing on our soil. 
You came to the presidential palace to express your views and you made some important contributions. 

The secretariat in charge of the report on these national consultations has received 75 speeches and 202 texts in the form of collective and individual contributions giving us 277 written documents with 1,478 contributions. These important contributions are about the disarmament, the Government, our foreign policy, making ours the peace process, the reunification of the country, the redeployment of the administration and many other matters related to the reconstruction of our country. 

I got your message. The approach for the return to peace that I am putting forward is the result of these national consultations. But it is also the result of my personal experience during these four years of crisis. 

Your concerns are all valid. I share them entirely. From now on, these contributions will feed our reflection and action for a better future including the need for the formation of the new Government to better manage the affairs of the State. But in a State in crisis, it is unwise to achieve everything at the same time. We will do today what we must do to go forward for peace, the reunification of our country and for the elections. This is the essence of my message tonight. I invite each and every one of us to be conscious of the situation of our country. I invite each and everyone to welcome this plan in an open spirit, to be tolerant to each other and to commit to the return to peace for our country. 

There has been, since the beginning of this crisis, a great number of meetings, summits of Heads of State, communiqués, resolutions and agreements. All those who have engaged in helping us resolve this crisis, have proposed some solutions and established some organs to implement these solutions. 

But, it is obvious today that 4 years and 3 months after the beginning of the war, none of the proposed solutions has brought peace in the country. Those who drafted these solutions certainly wanted to achieve peace. Neither their commitment nor their competence is in question. What is in question, in my view, is the diagnosis. Now is the time when we must go the heart of the issue to find the necessary solutions. 

My fellow Countrymen, 

All those who helped us: foreign powers, sister countries, international organizations, high level authorities, did what they could to help us end the crisis. We should place no blame on them for having not succeeded. But we Ivorians, as the primary beneficiaries of these efforts for peace, we have a duty to ourselves to derive at solutions from a more pertinent diagnosis of our difficulties. Now that we are facing an impasse, time has come for us Ivorians to make fully ours the peace process. 

It is our inalienable right to search for ourselves what is good for us, peace and reunification for our country; and no one can deny us the right to fulfill this mission. 

This is the content of my peace plan: 

Firstly, direct talks with the rebellion to disarm and reunify the country. 

The rebels have expressed in many occasions the reasons why they attacked the country. After signing all the different agreements, the country has satisfied all their demands. But, despite that they have not said why they refuse to disarm. For us, the purpose of the agreements and resolutions was only one thing: disarmament. All that was requested from the State by these agreements and resolutions to obtain the disarmament was done. 

I intend during these talks to obtain from those who turned against their own country to lay down their weapons and to free the country. The Nation once again is reaching out to them. 
I am ready as of tonight, to start these talks. Indeed, if it were up to me these talks shall have started last week. I have taken some steps in this direction. And I target that by the end of January 2007 the latest, these talks are concluded and lead to disarmament, so that we can finally ho Id the elections. 

It is in view of this objective that I make further proposals as follows: 

Secondly, removal of the "zone of confidence" 

At the beginning of the conflict in Côte d'Ivoire, a non trespassing zone was established from the eastern part of the country to the western one. This non trespassing zone was supposed at that time to prevent fighting between the forces. This zone known as the zone of confidence, has become today a hindrance to the reunification of the country and represent an internal border that materializes the partition of our country. Today the fighting has stopped and the risk for its resumption is non existent, for there is no longer on either side the will to resume fighting. Our people are tired of this war. They want to live a normal life; they want to travel freely across the country. 

We must therefore remove the zone of confidence because it creates more problems than it provides solutions. It is obvious today that it represents a physical obstacle to the reunification of the country, free circulation of persons and goods; an obstacle to the return of our displaced brothers and sisters. This zone is also a hindrance to the resumption of normal economic activities in the areas controlled by the rebellion. 

The zone of confidence is an obstacle to the preparation of the elections. I maintain that the possibility for the resumption of the fighting is non existent. Therefore, the concerns that prevailed then are no longer valid. We must restore confidence throughout the whole country. 

Thirdly: establishment of a national civil service 

I remain convinced that the current crisis is also and in a large extent a crisis of employment and training. It is also a crisis of fracture in national consciousness. Our youth needs to re¬-conquer the sense of civic responsibility, the respect of the Republic and the Institutions on which our Nation stands. The establishment of a national civic service provides answers to the legitimate aspirations of our youth who because of their lack of training and employment, has lost its commitment to the Republic and is exposed to all forms of temptations including suicidal projects. 

The national civil service will recruit, train, employ or create the opportunity of employment for our young people often disoriented and wrongly believing to have been left by the road side. The civil service is opened to all our young people including those currently in the rebellion. All youngsters are concerned: girls and boys, from all regions; North, South, East and West. 

The national civic service whose implementation depends solely on the Ivorian State can begin without delay. Since this implementation depends solely on the President and the Government, we shall start now wherever possible and progress as conditions are met throughout the whole country. 

I intend to establish in a short run, a civil service camp in each region of the country. We have the means to achieve this project. The State will make available 20 billion CFA and the operation will be launched by early February 2007. 40 thousand youngsters will be admitted in the first phase. Every young person recruited will received training and a monthly allowance. At the end of his or her civic service which will last heighten months, he will be equipped to find a job in the public or the private sector. It is a vehicle to disarmament. It is a vehicle to the insertion of our youth. It is a vehicle to development. It is vehicle to peace and national reconciliation. 

I invite all of you young Ivorians, to go to the various offices that will be opened to this effect, in days to come and register. 

Fourthly, a general amnesty 

Amnesty is forgiveness. In order to build a more solid and strong society, we must forgive one another. The law of amnesty voted in 2003 is obsolete. We need a new law of amnesty. In a few days, I will table to the National Assembly a new draft law. This law similar to the previous one will not coyer the crimes against humanity and economic crimes. We want peace, but we do not want to reward impunity because it is only on this condition that we can remain a modern Nation. 

Fifthly: institution of an assistance program for the return or displaced people 

During the war, many families have abandoned everything to find themselves completely deprived of everything far from their homes. Since 4 years, no peace plan has really tackled this question that jeopardizes our national cohesion. 1 propose this program as a -condition precedent to pardon to which 1 invite ail of us. It is a symbol of solidarity that we should express vis-à-vis our countrymen who live a situation they did not ask for. 

Ivorians, 
My fellow countrymen, 
This is my vision to end the crisis in our country. Its implementation does not follow a specific sequence. For each element, we will act as soon as conditions are sufficient. 

The paramount objective of this set of proposals is to end this crisis through elections. I strongly wish these elections to take place as soon as possible. And it is not a purely personal wish. 
-First it is a necessity for the modernization of the political life in our country. Our country wants to be a modern State. In all modern States, the elections are the only means to regulate public powers. Only elections shall decide the access and exercising of power. All other non democratic means, such as violence must be abandoned. 

And then, the elections are also a necessity for our economy. The situation of crisis we are confronted with today scare many foreign investors away. Indeed, Investors interested in doing business in our country are all standing by and waiting for elections to take place to engage with us in the development of our country. We must therefore spare no energy to successfully organize these elections so that the foreign and local economic investors will have confidence in our country.
Elections are also the unique condition to peace and stability in our country and the sub region. In the country the cri sis has led to the impossibility for people and goods to circulate freely and has caused serious damage to our national cohesion. It is therefore very clear that the persistence of crisis will generate more severe social catastrophes. Thus, it is of paramount importance that we end this crisis without delay through free, fair and transparent elections. 

Finally, the elections are a constitutional requirement. As soon as the constitutional delays for the elections are passed, the institutions of the Republic continue to function in view of the elections. In our constitutional system, when there the impossibility to hold elections at the end of the mandate of the President of the Republic, articles 38 and 39 of the Constitution authorize the continuation of the mandate of the President of the Republic. In order to ensure the continuation of the state, the Constitutional Council has already extended this principle to the terms of the other state institutions. But the constitutional provisions indicate that all these institutions only function in view of the organization of the elections. 

We can hold the presidential elections by July 2007. 

I say it again and again; I am a child of the elections. I did not come to power by heritage. I reject vehemently all recourse to force and violence as means to conquer political power.
I invite all politicians to abandon the way to power through ‘’coup d'Etat’’ and engage themselves on the way to power through elections, the way to democracy. 

Peace is within our reach, Let us grab it. 

God bless Côte d'Ivoire! 

