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Mr. President,


We are meeting again for another debate on the situation in Côte d’Ivoire, following submission of the 14th Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to Security Council resolution 1765 (2007).


Mr. President,


I would like to make a few comments on the report of the Secretary-General before coming to the response of the United Nations to the Ouagadougou Agreement.


Allow me first of all, Mr. President, to congratulate the Secretary-General for his 14th Report on the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire. This report clearly shows that the political situation in Côte d’Ivoire has generally improved since the signature of the Ouagadougou Agreement and the adoption of resolution 1765 (2007).


However, it contains a few statements which call for some comments on my part.


Regarding specifically section VI dealing with human rights, paragraph 40 refers to reports received by UNOCI concerning children being trafficked for economic and sexual exploitation in the south of the country and cases of torture and mistreatment by members of the Forces Nouvelles and traditional hunters called ‘dozos’ in the north.


Similarly, paragraph 61 of the report states that persistent human rights violations are of great concern and that leaders of the Forces Nouvelles and commanders of the Ivorian Defense and Security Forces are required to address these and to impose discipline within their units.


Mr. President,


The report of the Secretary-General is a document of reference and comments contained therein must be supported by specific facts that can be verified by all.


The staff of our organization has to work on facts and not on allegations circulated here and there. I, too, receive regularly reports of corruption of some UNOCI officials, especially from the Human Rights Division, aiming at including some statements in their reports in an attempt to tarnish the image of the Government.


Nevertheless, I never included such information in an official document as I don’t have any evidence; it would have been risky for me to do so.

 
Therefore, my delegation solemnly requests UNOCI staff to show more integrity when drafting their reports as these reports impact the reputation of a State and a people who are ready to address their weaknesses, as long as allegations are based on facts which can be verified.

Mr. President,


The second item in my address is the sanctions.  Article 6.4 of the Ouagadougou Political Agreement, which is supported by ECOWAS and the African Union, requested the Security Council to immediately lift the individual sanctions imposed on actors in the Ivorian crisis. 


In Article 6.1.2 of the same agreement, the signatories request an immediate special authorization to import light weapons necessary to maintain public order and security. 


Almost eight months after the Ouagadougou Agreement has been signed, none of the measures expected of the United Nations in support of its implementation has been taken. 


On the contrary, an outdated draft resolution for the extension of sanctions for another year is being circulated. 

Mr. President,

Those who were fighting each other yesterday are best friends today. Two days ago, on Saturday 20 October, Prime Minister Guillaume Soro was invited by Charles Blé Goudé to President Gbabo’s native region.

The war is over in Côte d’Ivoire. If sanctions were aimed at ensuring reconciliation and the end of the war, why then should they be maintained today? Is there another objective that the UN wants to reach by maintaining the sanctions while the context of 2007 is totally different from that of 2004, when resolution 1572 was adopted? How can they revisit, in October 2007, the content and the tone of resolution 1643 adopted in December 2005?

Mr. President,

In spite of the competence and good will of our friends of the French delegation, initiators of draft resolutions on Côte d’Ivoire, my delegation proposes, like Chairperson Alpha Oumar Konaré, an innovative interpretation of Chapter VIII of the UN Charter taking into account the regional dimension.

Peace in Côte d’Ivoire was brought about by the sons and daughters of Côte d’Ivoire, and facilitated by a Head of State of the West African sub-region with the support of Africa. The Security Council has three African members. Why not let them initiate draft resolutions on Côte d’Ivoire?

One should remember that in 2004, it was the African Union which came up with the idea of imposing sanctions against Côte d’Ivoire.  Today, ECOWAS and the same African Union are requesting that sanctions be lifted. Why is France so intent on getting at Côte d’Ivoire and some of its political actors? Is it to punish them? If this was the case, it would be contrary to the letter and spirit of the Charter.  


Mr. President,


To conclude, I would go back to Chairperson Konaré, who said in this same room, on 25 September last, that our partners should let Africans manage their own affairs and that their financial support, whatever its importance, does not afford them any kind of intervention or behaviour.


Thank you.

.

