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Thank you Mr. President

Mr. President, on the 13th of last November at a meeting of the Third Committee during the discussion on Agenda Item 119 (c), entitled “The situation of human rights in the world”, Mr. Stephane De Loecker Deputy Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United Nations speaking on behalf of the European Union (EU) made certain allegations regarding some arrests that took place shortly after The Gambia’s presidential elections which were held this past October.

Unfortunately, I was unable to exercise my right of reply at that meeting, as I had to perform other duties during the General Debate.

Mr. President 

The allegations were exaggerated and made in bad faith because the EU representation in The Gambia was among the first foreign missions to be briefed on the events concerned. In fact, on 12 November, The Gambia Mission to the UN here in New York had circulated to all Missions a press release issued by the competent Gambian authorities to clarify the matter. 

Mr. President, the EU should refrain from delivering lectures to others and accord commendation when it is due. No society is perfect. As for Belgium, we are all aware that the Patrice Lumumba case is not the only skeleton in their closet, if Your Excellency would permit the pun. But my country has not been shouting allegations from the rooftops about human rights violations. Those in glass houses should therefore not throw stones.

As for the EU, they ought to have emphasized the positive aspects of the election period such as the fact that the elections took place in a peaceful manner and were free, fair and transparent. This has since been confirmed by International Observers such as the Commonwealth Observer Group and our Secretary-General’s Special Envoy the Honourable James Victor Gbeho whom he had sent to The Gambia to observe the elections.

Thank you for your kind attention.

