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Agenda Item 2: REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF UNFPA

Mr. President

Let me take this opportunity to thank the Executive Director for her stewardship and for her many achievements on our behalf over the years.  We take great satisfaction in the fact that 2005 was a banner year for the organization, in terms of both financial and political support.  It is my delegation’s expectation that this support will not only continue, but will grow stronger so as to better position UNFPA to fully deliver on the ICPD goals which are a prerequisite for the attainment of the MGDs. 

We take note of the expansion of UNFPA’s donor base and the fact that this expanded base includes all countries in sub-Saharan Africa.  It is gratifying to note that multi-year pledges are also on the rise.  Sustainability and predictability are crucial elements both for UNFPA and programme countries – if we are to achieve universal access to reproductive health by 2015.  As indicated in the report, efforts in 2006 will focus on follow-up to the 2005 World Summit Outcome.  In this connection, it is our expectation that interventions will continue to take into account the needs of developing countries in order to advance the attainment of the MDGs by 2015.  

Mr. President,

In the area of reproductive health, especially maternal heath and safe motherhood, it is our hope that UNFPA will make every effort in collaboration with partners, to address the challenge of inadequate human resources. My delegation fully shares the view that more funds are needed to increase supplies to developing countries. Inadequacy of supplies is a major contributor to maternal mortality and there is need for a long-term strategy to address this issue.  

My delegation strongly commends UNFPA for its work in the area of HIV/AIDS.  With the endorsement of the recommendations of the Global Task Team in the Political Declaration 2006, it is our hope that the UN and the Global Fund will position themselves to better support countries in addressing this pandemic.  The news, recently, on HIV/AIDS has, for a change,  been encouraging. There has been observed, a slowing down of the spread of the virus and, in some cases, even a decline. In my country, The Gambia, the recent national sentinel surveillance exercise has indicated a drop in the incidence of the disease, from 2.1% to 1.1% in respect of HIV1, and from 0.9% to 0.6% for HIV2. Also, a significant decline in U5 and maternal mortality has equally been observed. It is thanks to partnerships such as the ones we enjoy with UNFPA that the Government of The Gambia has been able to register these successes.

We commend UNFPA also on its assistance to developing countries in data collection, analysis and use and the support being provided for the conduct of censuses in many of our countries.  We concur that more attention needs to be paid to population ageing and international migration in national development agendas and poverty reduction strategies.

My delegation takes note with satisfaction, of UNFPA’s activities in gender mainstreaming and in the elimination of gender-based violence.  It is our expectation that within UNFPA itself, more will be done to enhance gender mainstreaming.

In the area of resource mobilization, we acknowledge UNFPA’s tremendous efforts in mobilizing new and additional resources for implementing the ICPD.  The funding targets are out of date, given the time they were adopted and the escalation of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  These realities make it all the more urgent for the international community to mobilize the required funds to further the ICPD agenda.  This is a commitment that has been repeated in every other major outcome document since Cairo.  We must do more.

As concerns results-based quality programming, we have always emphasized the need for monitoring and evaluation in order to measure the impact of UNFPA’s activities at the country level.  It is our hope that the question of attribution will be comprehensively addressed in the MTSP for 2008 – 2011.  It is also our hope that more effort will be exerted to generate baseline data for country and inter-country programmes.  Evidenced-based programming is not only effective but also essential.  

Finally, I must thank the Executive Director for the wonderful profile she and her team have succeeded in creating for UNFPA. My delegation pledges to them, our continued moral and political support.

Thank you for your attention.

Agenda Item 3: FUNDING COMMITMENTS
Mr. President

My delegation commends UNFPA for a very lucid report.  The rich use of statistics and data is indeed helpful.  The report indicates a steady expansion in the donor base which also includes programme countries from all regions. We from the Africa region are indeed proud that, in spite of the many resource constraints we face, we have been able to continue making our contribution to the Fund.

We take note of the appeal for timely submission of pledges and payment schedules.  Multi-year pledges, we understand, go a long way in helping strengthen programme planning and the effectiveness of delivery.  It is our belief that more and more donors are paying particular attention to this issue.

We repeat our appeal for more donor support in terms of regular resources.  We do not mean to suggest that co-financing or other sources of resource mobilization are unimportant or irrelevant.  Rather, it is a question of what is most preferred. Regular resources make for greater flexibility in addressing the needs of developing countries.  As we say in programme countries, regular resources remain the foundation of the interventions of UN Funds and Programmes.  This is more so in the aftermath of the adoption of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

Thank you.

Agenda Item 6: UNDP MULTI-YEAR FUNDING FRAMEWORK 2004 – 2007
RESULTS AND PERFORMANCE

Mr. President,

My delegation would like to thank the Associate Administrator for his comprehensive presentation.  The Administrator’s statement this morning amply demonstrates UNDP’s commitment to the strategic goals of the organization and the attainment of the MDGs by 2015. I commend UNDP’s efforts to concentrate programming and financial resources within the five practice areas of the MYFF 2004 – 2007.  My delegation would like to encourage UNDP to continue working on the number and quality of its partnerships as well.  We believe that this could be another way of enhancing national ownership through capacity development and by opening up access to the vast resources needed to drive the development process.

Mr. President,

I must also commend UNDP for its work in the practice area of poverty reduction and for having devoted significant resources to it.  Reduction of poverty is the core of every effort geared toward the attainment of the MDGs.  We would like to see that it continues to attract more and more of the regular resources of the organization.  We would also like to see more being done in the area of poverty monitoring as well.

Mr. President,

Capacity development has become a major niche area for UNDP and its partners.  For many of us, it is the key to ensuring national ownership, and the empowerment of our governments.  In fact, in the area of governance, be it public administration reforms, strengthened electoral systems, or local governance and decentralization, our governments only seek to be empowered to take on the challenge of development.  For this and many other reasons we encourage UNDP and its partners to continue to sharpen the focus on capacity development.
Mr. President, 

The report identified some challenges regarding the integration and measuring of results in two of the “drivers” i.e. gender and South-South cooperation.  Obviously, there is still a lot more to learn about them and it is for this reason that we urge management to continue to look for innovative ways of raising their profile in conjunction with other “drivers”.

Mr. President,

In the course of consultations on the new MYFF and as highlighted in the reports this afternoon, the six drivers of development effectiveness should be comprehensively examined in order to better understand the value that they could contribute in programming to achieve sustainable development impact.  Many member states have expressed views in this regard.  In embarking upon this exercise, we must not lose sight of the current development landscape, UN reforms and some of the institutional processes launched by UNDP and UNDG.  We equally believe that more needs to be done if we are to overcome challenges and improve performance on some of the drivers, especially gender, national ownership and South-South cooperation. We would like to propose another area to be considered as an important driver of the development process:  Harmonization of inter-agency development assistance programmes.
Mr. President,

In his first statement to us earlier this year, the Administrator did signal his intention to engage the Bretton Woods Institutions on the MDGs, with a view to having them align their various country PRSPs with the objectives of the Millennium Declaration.  My delegation strongly supported that initiative and my government in fact did go even further to request for a joint UNDP/Millennium Project/World Bank/IMF joint mission, to work with us on our next PRSP and country programme, which we intend to base fully on the MDGs.  The initial joint mission is now winding down.  We do hope that subsequent activities on this important initiative will create a blueprint for interagency synergy on the MDGs, and lead to the type of outcomes that UNDP could find worthy of replication in other programme countries. 
Mr. President,

Finally, let me once more, thank the Administrator for his status report on the preparations of the 2008 – 2011 MYFF.

Thank you.

Item 7: FUNDING COMMITMENTS TO THE UNDP

Mr. President,

Let me once again thank UNDP for providing the Board with a detailed report on funding commitments to the organization. Funding is the lifeline of any development-financing organization. It is therefore gratifying to note that UNDP has achieved the second annual funding target of the current MYFF 2004-2007, although projections indicate that contributions in 2006 will fall short of the third annual MYFF funding target. None the less, my delegation remains optimistic that the target will be met. Our optimism is based on the fact that the level of political support for the activities of UNDP remains very high, regular resources continue to grow and multi-year pledges with reasonable payment schedules are being favourably considered in many capitals. We admit that more work needs to be done to expand the donor base of the organization. I am sure both the Board and the donors are ever more conscious of the need to scale up our efforts for the timely attainment of the MDGs by 2015. The concerns about the adequacy and predictability of funding are genuine and legitimate, especially as they may turn out to be the major barriers to the attainment of the universally-agreed goals and targets.

Mr. President,

Within the Board and elsewhere, we have always emphasized the need for more regular resources to be placed at the disposal of UNDP and other funds and programmes and, I think that message is even more relevant today as we undertake measures to implement the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. Regular resources allow the UNDP and programme countries some flexibility in responding to and addressing national needs and priorities. We do recognize that in many of our countries there are legislative and other barriers that make multi-year pledging difficult, but we must equally come to the realization that the MYFF arrangement is meant precisely to address the imperative of adequacy and predictability of funding. It is our fervent hope that every effort will be made by all concerned to meet the 2006 MYFF funding target.

Mr. President,

Let me now turn to the other progammes. My delegation fully supports the rigorous implementation of UNCDF’s business plan. UNCDF has a special role to play in assisting the developing countries achieve their development aspirations. It has indicated its intention to invest in 45 LDCs in the practice areas of local governance and microfinance by 2007. We strongly appeal to all donors to put the necessary resources at its disposal in order to speed up programme delivery. My delegation is eagerly looking forward to seeing the UNCDF revive its programmes in The Gambia in the not-too-distant future.

Mr. President,

Concerning UNIFEM, the Administrator has rightly noted that the demand for its services continues to grow and I believe this is a reflection of the desire of member states to mainstream gender at all levels. It is also reflective of the Board’s wish to see more being done to integrate gender as one of the key drivers of development. We, therefore, fully subscribe to the view that increased funding should be provided to UNIFEM in order for it to respond to this new surge in the demand for its interventions. The same goes for UN Volunteers, the demand for whose services, especially in developing countries, and countries emerging from conflict, is certain to grow. These are organizations that deliver at the country level, in small but catalytic ways that change lives. It is incumbent upon us all to give them all the political and financial support possible to enable them continue with the sterling work they do at the grassroots level.

Thank you.
