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Madam President,

My delegation wishes to congratulate the Secretary General for convening this important High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development. This meeting is long overdue and sorely needed. Globalization has reached a point that now demands of the international community a serious response to the myriad problems surrounding the free movement of people across international borders. The report of the Secretary General demonstrates that along with the problems, are also countless benefits that international migration brings to both sending and receiving countries. Transit countries also benefit from the spill-overs. It is clear that international migration is here to stay. No one can legislate against it or wish it away. It behoves us all therefore, to initiate and maintain a permanent dialogue on it with a view to maximizing its benefits and minimizing its costs.

Countries of the North will have to contend with the fact that with their current demographic trends, it is only through international migration that they will be able to keep their economies and social systems on an even keel. Developing countries must also live with the fact that until standards of living of their people improve, more and more of their nationals will head towards greener pastures in the industrialized world. Short of the application of repressive measures that violate human rights, there will be no way of arresting this wave.

As an African country, The Gambia is concerned about the growing preference for selective migration being displayed by receiving countries in the developed world, because it causes a depletion of the skilled manpower base needed for our social and economic development. It also amounts to us subsidizing the developed countries through the cost of education and training which we incur in producing those professional and skilled workers who are then siphoned away from us into the developed economies of the North. We must urgently address this growing phenomenon which is emerging as a major constraint on our development.

While we do admit that many of our countries benefit from international migration through the remittances that migrants transmit into our economies, we cannot accept that this should be an alternative to the creation of internal mechanisms for growth and development. Nor should it be a substitute for overseas development assistance.

And because remittances emanating from international migration do contribute to the reduction of poverty for many households in sending countries, ways must be found of mainstreaming international migration into the development process, and of relating it more explicitly to the attainment of the MDGs. 

We strongly support the view that we should begin considering ways of reducing the transaction costs involved, while ensuring that the monies being remitted are channelled more formally through our financial systems.

The Gambia does not encourage illegal migration and has taken measures to minimize it, including strengthening border and sea controls; enhancing co-operation between law enforcement and security agencies; improving information gathering from the public, particularly those at the border and on our beach side; the promulgation of legislation against smuggling and trafficking of persons; and entering into bi-lateral and multi-lateral co-operation arrangements with other countries.

We strongly condemn any violations of the human rights of migrants, whatever the status of these migrants may be. And we join the African Union in unreservedly condemning acts of racism, xenophobia and discrimination perpetrated against migrants.   

Madam President,

As a sending and a receiving country, The Gambia’s experiences are mixed. It is true that as a developing country we are as vulnerable as any other to having our brightest and best being lured away to greener pastures. And we have lost quite a number over the years to Europe and North America. At the same time, we are a destination for hundreds of thousands of migrants, especially from the sub-region. They contribute significantly to our economy in critical areas such as manufacturing, health, construction and fishing. A large proportion of teachers in our school system, and professors in our university, are migrants, contributing immensely to our efforts to meet our skilled manpower needs.

As a matter of policy, The Gambia will continue to seek ways of optimizing the benefits of international migration and mitigating its negative effects. We believe that international migration is a complex phenomenon that requires a multi-faceted approach, as well as strong political will and commitment on the part of sending and receiving countries and the international community at large. It is our hope that this Dialogue will mark the beginning of a formal, if possible, permanent process that will ensure that the consideration of the important subject of international migration and development is kept alive within the international community, and leads to the adoption of measures that would ensure that it serves all of mankind, wherever they may be.

I thank you.
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