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Madam President

I have the honour to speak on behalf of African Member States on agenda items 62(a) The New partnership for Africa’s Development: fourth consolidated report on progress in implementation and international support; 62(b) Implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary General on the causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa; and 48, Decade to Roll Back Malaria.

We thank the Secretary General for the comprehensive reports and his continued support to Africa’s development efforts. Our appreciation also goes to the Special Advisor on Africa for his important work in championing the interests of the African continent. There is no doubt that in order to advance the development of Africa more effectively, this office should be strengthened and given all the necessary support.

Madam President

In 2001 Africa’s Head of State and Government adopted the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) as a framework for development and renewal of the continent.

 NEPAD is a pledge by African leaders, based on a common vision and a shared conviction, that they have a pressing duty to eradicate poverty and to place their countries, both individually and collectively, on a path of sustainable growth and development. It is a call for a new relationship of partnership between Africa and the international community, especially the highly industrialized countries, to breach the development chasm that has widened over centuries of unequal relations.

It is only appropriate that this year as the NEPAD framework turns five years old, we should evaluate the progress made and take the necessary steps to add a much-needed impetus to the partnership. We must do so with full understanding that NEPAD is an African owned framework.  What is needed is commitment and support from our development partners.

The report before us shows that perceptible progress is being made in different areas of the framework such as infrastructure, information and communication technologies, health, education, environment, agriculture, science and technology and gender. African countries are committed to doing more in the implementation of NEPAD and creating necessary political and economic conditions for its realization. The African Peer Review Mechanism is a clear demonstration of our determination to improve governance on the continent. So far twenty-five countries have acceded to the mechanism and three have completed the peer review process. We do acknowledge, however, that much as progress is being made, challenges still remain to consolidate democracy and good governance across the continent.

Madam President

We welcome the call by the Secretary General to Africa’s development partners to deliver on their commitments. NEPAD is all about partnership, unless our partners translate their pledges into real development assistance the momentum of implementation will stagnate. It is regrettable that much of the observed increase in official development assistance continues to take the form of emergency aid, debt relief and technical assistance, which do not necessarily lead to significant financial transfers to developing countries. It is imperative for the partners to conform to the commitments made at the International Conference on Financing for Development to allocate at least half of the increase in official development assistance to Africa by 2006.

We welcome the progress that has been made on providing indebted African countries necessary debt relief. Nonetheless, more still needs to be done to free African countries from a debilitating debt burden that has undermined their development efforts for decades. In this respect, we wish to acknowledge the efforts of the G-8, the World Bank, the IMF and other bilateral donors.

Madam President

The institutional questions raised by the Secretary General, in particular the integration of NEPAD into the structure and the processes of the African Union, are pertinent. At Banjul, the Gambia, the Assembly of the Heads of State and Government of the African Union extended the deadline of three years set in Maputo in July 2003 for the integration of NEPAD into the AU, to January 2007.

Furthermore the Heads of State set up a committee comprising the Chairman of the Union, the Chairperson of the Commission, the Chairman of the Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee, President of South Africa, the Chief Executive of NEPAD Secretariat as well as the Vice-Chairpersons of HSGIC to finalize the proposal on the integration of NEPAD into the AU structure and processes; conduct an evaluation of NEPAD at its current stage; and propose a realignment of NEPAD to its original objectives, mandate and philosophy. 

Madam President

We note the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of the recommendations on the causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa. The Secretary General raises important questions and recommendations that require our consideration. We shall reflect on them accordingly. 

Africa attaches great importance to the issues of peace and security. In this respect, in July 2005, the African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government pledged to address conflict and political instability in Africa with the aim of achieving a conflict free Africa by 2010. This is a clear recognition by the African leaders that unless we address issues of peace and security the realization of the development agenda would be difficult. The establishment of the African Union Peace and Security Council is yet another demonstration of the political will by African leaders to address conflicts and create sustainable peace. The Council continues to play an important role in the prevention and resolution of conflict in the continent. We thus welcome efforts by the United Nations to collaborate with the African Union with a view to building and enhancing the latter’s capacity for peacekeeping.

Madam President,

Let me commend the Secretary General for his comprehensive report on our efforts to contain and reverse the spread of Africa’s most deadly disease – malaria. Since the inception of the Decade to roll back malaria, we have witnessed significant strides being made both by the international community and the African Governments themselves. The partnerships have truly been broadened and have involved grassroots organizations, civil society and individual households.

Africa has benefited to the tune of US$700 million from the global Fund to support the fight against malaria. These monies have gone to fund information communication and sensitization programmes, the propagation of preventive measures and mechanisms, including basic hygiene practices and a greater use of  treated bed nets and insecticides.
Although progress has been discernable in the decreasing incidents of morbidity and maternal and infant mortality in many countries, there clearly is a need for the partnership that is currently working so well, to be even further strengthened, and for us not to relent in our resolve to ensure that funding is always made available to win the fight against this terrible scourge which has always imposed serious constraints on our social and economic progress. We are indeed grateful to all our partners for their solidarity and support.

Thank you Madam President.


Statement by H.E. Mr. Crispin Grey-Johnson

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of The Gambia to the United Nations

And Chairman of the Group of the African States 

12th October 2006

