Mr. President,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) that are members of the United Nations, on agenda item 73 (a): Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including special economic assistance: strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations. 

The CARICOM Members wish to associate themselves with the statement made by Jamaica on behalf of the Group of 77 and China on this Agenda Item.
Mr. President,

The Heads of State and Government during the 2005 World Summit were in one accord regarding the role of the United Nations in the twenty-first century. They reminded us that the problems facing the world had multiplied, natural disasters being one of them. We were also requested to seek new and innovative ways to deal with these problems and hence we welcome the Secretary-General’s reports on this agenda item.
We wish to make particular reference to the Secretary-General’s report contained in document A/60/432 on the improvement of the Central Emergency Revolving Fund, especially the call to address critical humanitarian needs in under-funded emergencies. We applaud the proposal put forward by Mr. Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, for the renaming of the upgraded fund, to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  We fully support efforts in the area of natural disaster mitigation especially in the light of recent global trends. In commending the Emergency Relief Coordinator and his staff on their excellent performance thus far, we recognize the very difficult task which they face and resolve to continue our support for that department.
We recall the General Assembly Resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991, which states (part III) that International relief assistance, should supplement national efforts to improve the capacities of developing countries to mitigate the effects of natural disasters expeditiously and effectively and to cope efficiently with all emergencies. The United Nations should enhance its efforts to assist developing countries to strengthen their capacity to respond to disasters, at the national and regional levels, as appropriate.
Mr. President, 
CARICOM member states are indeed pleased that the United Nations agencies have continuously provided necessary assistance over the years and we must pay particular tribute to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in the Caribbean for its sterling support. However, with the increased magnitude and frequencies of disasters in the region, we recognize the need for further collaboration with other regional agencies.
The 2005 World Summit resolved to fully implement the Hyogo Declaration and the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015, adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, in particular those commitments related to assistance to developing countries that are prone to natural disasters and disaster stricken States in the transition phase towards sustainable physical, social and economic recovery, for risk reduction activities in post-disaster recovery and rehabilitation processes. We now have to ensure that this resolve is translated into action.

Mr. President, 
The CERF Report clearly shows that the Consolidated and Flash Appeals have been insufficient in meeting the needs of the various crises and emergencies. The mechanism must be able to disburse funds in a rapid and transparent manner, with the primary aim of saving lives and providing immediate humanitarian relief.

It is clear to this august body that in the near future, increased resources for rapid deployment of relief will be required and therefore it will be necessary to establish, not only a source of readily available funding, but proper mechanisms to ensure immediate access to those funds by disaster stricken states. 

Mr. President, 
CARICOM has noted with dismay the poor response to appeals following recent disasters in the Caribbean region, as was experienced by Grenada and Guyana, where the destruction impacted heavily on their economies.  It saddens to say that to date, only a minor percent of the pledges have been fulfilled.
CARICOM Member States have, at several world summits and conferences stressed the need for Special and Differential Treatment, for Small Island Developing States due, in great part, to our vulnerability to natural disasters.

The Secretary-General, in his report In Larger Freedom also made reference to the environmental and developmental challenges facing us in the form of climate change, recognizing that the countries which were most vulnerable included small island developing states.

Mr. President,
We find ourselves in a unique position. Apart from our size, we are for the most part, Island States, and a region which is often visited by disasters brought about by wind, water or other forces of nature, which threaten our very existence. We therefore make a solemn appeal to members of this body to join hands with us and work towards arriving at solutions to minimize the effects of these disasters, from which we have no means of escape.
Small Island states continually run the risk of being ‘forgotten’ by the media and in turn by the international community since our size does not attract sufficient attention. When Grenada was hit by Hurricane Ivan in September of 2004, it was the entire 344 sq. km Island with its 100,000 inhabitants, which sustained damage, all were affected. We are fully aware that preparedness is necessary, however, since we cannot prevent the disaster nor its magnitude, the recovery process is therefore of paramount importance. 
Disaster Management is a complex portfolio, and though most countries have an established national disaster management agency, the magnitude of the disaster is sometimes way beyond their capabilities, hence the apparent state of paralysis which follows. We therefore welcome immediate intervention by the United Nations agencies when they are called upon to assist in such situations.
Mr. President, 
CARICOM wishes to commend those states that have pledged contributions to the fund and encourage those who are in a position to do so, to join the contributor’s list. We are also grateful to those countries, which have taken concrete steps in disaster mitigation and are working with CARICOM in this regard.
CARICOM is pleased to lend its support to the upgraded fund and endorse the addition of a grant facility of $450m targeted at a total of $500m to be operational by early 2006. We also endorse the establishment of an Advisory Group of 12 experts, broadly representative of the humanitarian donor community as well as technical expertise from countries affected by crises.
We believe this composition would contribute to a more balanced approach and would be able to achieve better results. 

We support the need for transparency, accountability and visibility of the fund, the active involvement and guidance of the General Assembly and the suggested Annual CERF Donors Consultation, in order to keep relevant partners updated and for necessary review. We are confident, that with strong and dedicated support from member states, the newly revived fund will be able to provide timely and more effective response to humanitarian emergencies.
In conclusion, CARICOM States resolve to work closely with the Emergency Relief Coordinator and other United Nations agencies to ensure the success of this new venture to strengthen the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance.
Thank you Mr. President. 
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