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STATEMENT BY H.E. ALI’IOAIGA FETURI ELISAIA 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SAMOA 

ON BEHALF OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM GROUP 

TO THE FIFTY-NINTH SESSION

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ITEM 56 (q):  COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND REGIONAL AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS   

New York, 21 October 2004

Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

As current Chair of the Pacific Islands Forum Group with missions to the United Nations, namely Australia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and my own country, Samoa, I have the honour to introduce draft resolution A/59/L.11 titled Cooperation between the United Nations and the Pacific Islands Forum, under agenda item 56(q) on Cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations. 

On behalf of Pacific Islands Forum Members, I would like to acknowledge and express our sincere appreciation to all those countries that have joined the Group in co-sponsoring the resolution namely Algeria, Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belize, Cape Verde, Comoros, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Grenada, Israel, Japan, Mauritius, Peru, Philippines, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Seychelles, Singapore, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Timor-Leste and the United States of America. We would invite other Member States to join them. We hope to be able to take action on this resolution in the near future.

By this resolution, the Pacific Islands Forum and its associated institutions reaffirm its commitment to a partnership of cooperation and friendship with the United Nations and its development partners. We welcome ongoing efforts in the maintenance and strengthening of this partnership towards fostering closer cooperation between the Forum and with the United Nations agencies, Funds and Programmes, including in advancing knowledge in key strategic areas related to governance, security, economic growth, trade, sustainable development and the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals in the Pacific Island countries. 

Mr. President

Distinguished Delegates

In their meeting in Auckland, New Zealand last April, our Forum Leaders adopted a vision expressing the desire to foster peace, harmony, security and economic prosperity in the region. To give effect to this vision, our leaders endorsed the development of a Pacific Plan that would create stronger and deeper links between Forum members and identify the sectors where the region could gain the most from sharing resources and aligning policies. This Plan is currently being put together and will focus on four key goals: economic growth, sustainable development, good governance and security.

We hope that once fully developed, the Plan will not only make our existing Forum organizations work together more efficiently, but it will also provide the overarching framework within which our region will conduct its business with the international community, including the UN system.

At this year’s Forum Leaders Summit in Samoa, our leaders again noted the dangers to the world, and to the Pacific region of terrorism,  including transnational crime. As a response, the Pacific Islands Forum has strengthened regional cooperation as well as emphasized national efforts in promoting law enforcement collaboration, rule of law, and regional peace and security, including combating all types of terrorism in implementing the core United Nations treaties on anti-terrorism, anti-money-laundering, transnational crimes and the financing of terrorism.

The Pacific Islands Forum is also committed to collective mechanisms to assist its member States recover from national conflicts and crises. The success of these arrangements together with the support of the United Nations, are already evident in the positive results of the Regional Assistance Mission in Solomon Islands (RAMSI) as well as progress being made in Bougainville, Papua New Guinea. We welcome also the readiness of the United Nations, in cooperation with the Forum, to field an inter-agency mission to Nauru in response to that country’s expressed wish. 

We encourage further cooperation on the issue of capacity building through regional training programs and workshops to foster awareness and knowledge on human rights treaties, preventive diplomacy and post conflict resolution. The continuation of regular consultations between the United Nations and the Forum Secretariat including participation at meetings of the Pacific Islands Forum, is equally encouraged.  We urge the United Nations system to continue to work closely with the Pacific Islands Forum to enhance the coordination of UN-related activities in our region. This will become increasingly important as we approach the 10-year review of the Barbados Program of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island developing States and the five-year review of the Millennium Development Goals. The Pacific Islands Forum will continue to support the efforts of Secretary-General Kofi Annan in bringing together the different regional organizations into the family of the United Nations, and in advancing our mutual political will for our common good.

We assure the United Nations of our commitment and we hope that through this partnership of cooperation and friendship, we can continue to work cooperatively together in advancing our efforts towards the effective maintenance of peace and security and sustainable development for our peoples and communities.   

Thank you.
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