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New York, 21 April 2005

Mr Chairman
It is my honour to make this statement on behalf of members of the Pacific Islands Forum that maintain Permanent Missions in New York, namely, Australia, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu and my own country, Tuvalu.

The Pacific challenges in water, sanitation, and human settlements were reported specifically to CSD12 last year and were also presented in national reports in preparation for WSSD, the Mauritius International Meeting to review the Barbados Program of Action, the 3rd World Water Forum and the Second World Conference on Disaster. For Pacific island countries, like many other small island developing States, these challenges require specific solutions to address our unique circumstances.  The Mauritius Strategy for the Implementation of the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States adopted in January this year, reaffirmed that the CSD should continue to be the primary intergovernmental body for the implementation and follow-up to the commitments related to the sustainable development of small island developing States.
In this context, we fully support therefore the proposal to devote a minimum of one day of the future review sessions of the CSD, to the review of the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy. The Secretary-General’s report to the CSD Review Session on progress and obstacles to the sustainable development of SIDS related to that year’s thematic clusters will contribute immensely to this process.
Mr Chairman
The Pacific Regional Action Plan on Sustainable Water Resources Management, the Pacific Wastewater Policy Statement and Framework for Action and the Framework for Action on Drinking Water Quality and Health, provide our collective strategic framework on the issue of water. 
Furthermore, the Pacific island countries, assisted by Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific regional intergovernmental organisations, last year, worked together to develop new partnerships, which we hope will allow us to accelerate implementation of programmes and projects to address the challenges facing us in water, sanitation and human settlements. At the same time we understand that success with all these efforts will assist us to work towards achieving the MDGs. 

While we accept that responsibility is primarily a national one, we do recognise the opportunities afforded by working together through regional modalities to address many of the challenges. In this context we highlight a new initiative by the Pacific Forum Leaders to develop a Pacific Plan for deeper regional cooperation to improve implementation of our development programmes. We also recognise the importance of working closely with other SIDS colleagues. 
Our WSSD Pacific Type 2 Initiative entitled Partnership on Sustainable Water Management incorporates membership of more than 650 water stakeholders in the region including government departments, international and regional organisations, NGOs, universities and United Nations agencies. Forum members would welcome further involvement in this initiative, which is managed by the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) and assisted by the University of the South Pacific.
We recognize the vital role of partnerships in this regard and we acknowledge with appreciation at this juncture the valuable support of all our development partners in contributing to the success of these partnerships.  The role of women either, cannot be overemphasized.
Mr Chairman
In contrast to the level of activity undertaken on freshwater, unfortunately the level of activity on wastewater has been lagging behind. The implementation of the 2001 Pacific Wastewater Framework for Action has received limited attention. We remain hopeful that renewed interest in wastewater and sanitation will be generated, as 2005 has been designated “The Pacific Year Against Waste”. The integration of water and sanitation reduces “waste” in a more complete sense of the word including through reducing wasted water and seeing it as a potential energy source.  
Mr Chairman
The pattern of human settlements in the Pacific region is rapidly changing with increasing numbers of people moving to live in urban areas. This is driven by education and life choices, employment opportunities, access to services and increased communications, as well as declining commodity prices, continuing high rates of population growth, lack of rural employment, limited education opportunities in rural areas and the need to financially support the wider extended family. Land shortages and disputes over ownership, inadequate planning and legislative frameworks, and lack of institutional and human capacity have hindered Pacific Islands Countries’ effective response to the challenges faced by rapidly increasing urbanisation. These are placing stress on the environment. The provision of adequate services to urban areas, specifically improving access to water and sanitation, is now a key challenge.
The design and development of planning systems need to be done within the traditional systems and cultural practices in-country, while noting each country’s unique specific circumstances and needs. The call for integrated planning systems through community development focus, must be entrenched in regional policy directives. 
Integration across sectors is key to sustainable development. It is imperative that policy actions required to address the issues of water, sanitation and human settlements be reflected in nationally-owned development strategies. In WSSD, we committed to have these in place by 2005; we reaffirmed that commitment at the International Meeting in Mauritius earlier this year.  
In closing Mr Chairman, we continue to reaffirm our commitment to integrate and prioritise water, sanitation and human settlements into our national sustainable development strategies as priority actions. We look forward to the implementation of the action programmes on these three areas in collaboration with and necessary full support of our development partners. 
Thank you.
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