
[image: image1.wmf]
STATEMENT BY H.E. AMBASSADOR ALI’IOAIGA FETURI ELISAIA 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SAMOA 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

ON BEHALF OF THE STATES PARTIES 

TO THE RAROTONGA TREATY 

AT THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES AND SIGNATORIES 

OF THE TREATIES THAT ESTABLISH 
NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE ZONES 

Tlatelolco, Mexico City, Mexico 

26 April 2005

Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to present this message to the Conference on behalf of the Parties to the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, better known as the Rarotonga Treaty, of 1985.  I am here representing Samoa which is not only a State Party to the Treaty but also the present Chair of the Pacific Islands Forum, which is the depository and “home” of the Rarotonga Treaty. 

The South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone was the second such zone to be established in a populated region of the world.  It has its roots in a long history of Pacific support for disarmament, arising from the region’s harsh experience with nuclear testing by colonial powers, and its concern with the arms race and the risk of nuclear war.  Following some 20 years of discussions and proposals, the Treaty was opened for signature in August 1985, at a meeting of what was then the South Pacific Forum, in Rarotonga, Cook Islands.

The South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty has been signed and ratified by all Forum members within the original geographical boundaries of the Treaty; and I am proud to speak on behalf of them today.  We continue to encourage the three newest Forum members – Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, and Palau – to join the treaty, and hope that in time we can also list them as Parties. 

The South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone stretches from the west coast of Australia to the boundary of the Latin American Zone in the east.  It extends from the equator to 60 degrees south, where it meets the boundary of the completely demilitarized zone established by the Antarctic Treaty.  Our Nuclear Free Zone is thus not only significant in the massive portion of the Pacific it covers, but as a vital link in a chain of nuclear free zones, which we hope to see eventually extend across the entire southern hemisphere.  

In this regard we are also pleased to note the MOU signed between the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and OPANAL in 2002, committing both organisations to ongoing communication and cooperation on matters relating to our respective nuclear weapons free zones.

The operation of the South Pacific nuclear free zone is enhanced by three protocols to the treaty, through which the nuclear weapons states have undertaken to apply the treaty to their territories in the region, to refrain from the use or threat of nuclear explosive devices against any party, and not to test nuclear explosive devices in the Zone.  The protocols relevant to them have been ratified by the UK, France, China and the former USSR.  We take this opportunity to again call on the United States to ratify the Protocols to the Treaty.

The Rarotonga Treaty is a significant achievement for the Pacific Islands Forum.  It is one of the region’s major contributions to strengthening global security and the international non-proliferation regime.  The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is the cornerstone of non-proliferation, but regional treaties valuably support and strengthen it by banning acquisition of weapons regionally, and such treaties can be stepping stones in regions like ours which are not all NPT members.

More than that, the Rarotonga Treaty represents a collective effort by members of the Pacific Islands Forum to express our deeply felt concerns about nuclear testing, ocean dumping of nuclear wastes and the proliferation of nuclear weapons.  It embodies the strong communal interest which members of the region share in the reduction and eventual elimination of nuclear weapons, and in keeping the Pacific region free of environmental pollution.  In the words of the Preamble to the Treaty, the Parties are determined to ensure “that the bounty and beauty of the land and sea in their region should remain in the heritage of their peoples and descendants in perpetuity, to be enjoyed by all in peace”

This year we approach the 20th anniversary of the Rarotonga Treaty.  No complaints have ever been made under the treaty.  No nuclear testing has taken place in the region for almost ten years, following the recognition of the Treaty’s Protocols by the nuclear weapons states.  In a region of “young” countries, still working to strengthen our cooperation and integration through the Pacific Islands Forum, this achievement of twenty years is indeed a milestone worth celebrating.

Notwithstanding our pride in the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone, concerns relating to nuclear activity have not entirely left our region.  Members of the Pacific Islands Forum continue to be concerned about the human, environmental and economic risks posed by the shipment of radioactive materials around the world; particularly those shipments between Japan and Europe which pass through our waters.

The Forum has held these concerns for many years, and for the past five years Forum members have been involved in a dialogue process with representatives of the nuclear shipping states on the key issues of prevention, response, liability and compensation.  We have received welcome assurances from the shipping states that the measures taken for the safety and security of the shipments accord with international guidelines, and that they will provide practical support to help manage the response to any incident in our region.  

However, Forum members remain concerned that present international arrangements for liability and compensation do not adequately address the risks posed by these shipments.  We have a particular worry about possible economic loss in the event of an incident involving a nuclear shipment.  The fragile economies of Forum Island Countries depend heavily on industries such as fisheries and tourism, which could be devastated by negative publicity following an incident in our waters, whether or not that incident resulted in a radioactive release.  Forum members continue to seek assurances from the shipping states that where there is a demonstrable link between an incident and economic loss, we will not be left to carry such a loss unsupported.  

We recall that the 2000 NPT Review Conference underlined the importance of effective national and international regulations and standards for the protection of States concerned from the risks of transportation of radioactive materials.  The Conference took note of the concerns of small island developing States and other coastal States with regard to the transportation of radioactive materials by sea.  Inter alia, the Conference called on States parties to continue to work bilaterally and through the relevant international organisations to examine and further improve measures and international regulations to this end.  As an important preparatory event to this year’s NPT Review Conference, Forum members would be pleased to see this Conference produce a Declaration which emphasises the need for continuing action in this regard.

We also note that the 2005 Mauritius Strategy for the sustainable development of Small Island Developing States includes reference to the transport of radioactive materials, and in particular the need for “the further development and strengthening of international regulatory regimes” for such transport.  We would welcome opportunities in the context of the Mauritius process, to undertake further action on our concerns about shipments in cooperation with other SIDS.

Another issue which remains alive in our region is the aftermath of nuclear testing undertaken by colonial powers in the Pacific.  From the advent of the nuclear age until as recently as 1996, testing was undertaken in the Pacific including at Maralinga, Mururoa, Fangataufa, Republic of the Marshall Islands and Christmas Island.  

In particular, the Pacific Islands Forum notes the continued presence of radioactive contaminants in the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the existence of a special responsibility on the part of the United States to the people of the Marshall Islands in this regard.  In 2004 Forum Leaders reiterated earlier calls for the US to live up to its full obligations to provide fair and adequate compensation, and to ensure the safe resettlement of displaced populations, including the full and final restoration of affected areas to economic productivity.

In conclusion-

The Parties to the Rarotonga Treaty are proud to be part of the network of nuclear free zones with our counterpart Treaties of Tlatelolco and Bangkok, and supported by the bans imposed by the Antarctic Treaty and the Seabed Treaty.  We look forward to the entry into force of the Pelindaba Treaty, establishing a nuclear weapons free zone for Africa.  We welcome Mongolia’s nuclear free status, and support and encourage the efforts of states in South Asia and the Middle East towards establishing those regions as nuclear weapons free zones.

We applaud the initiative of the Government of Mexico in hosting this Conference, as a valuable opportunity for the States parties and signatories to the treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Bangkok and Pelindaba to pursue the common goals envisaged in those treaties, promote the nuclear-weapon-free status of the southern hemisphere and adjacent areas, and to explore and implement further ways and means of cooperating among themselves and their treaty agencies.

States Parties to the Rarotonga Treaty look forward to working cooperatively with you all at this week’s conference, this year’s NPT Review Conference and beyond, towards our shared vision of a nuclear weapons free world.

Thank you.
PAGE  
4

_1012241667.doc
[image: image1.png]\W«
A

D







