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STATEMENT BY H.E. MR. ALI’IOAIGA FETURI ELISAIA 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SAMOA 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

ON BEHALF OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM GROUP

 WHO ARE MEMBER STATES OF THE GROUP OF 77 AND CHINA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE HANDOVER OF THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE GROUP OF 77 AND CHINA 

NEW YORK, 25 JANUARY 2005

Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the countries of the Pacific Islands Forum which are members of the Group of 77 and China, namely Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu and my own country Samoa. 

Today’s handover ceremony, the 35th of its kind in the 40 year history of the Group of 77, represents the finest of traditions amongst the developing countries, and one of great significance to the collective conscience of the G-77 Group as a whole. 

The ceremony is important on two fronts. 

1. It allows the Group to pause and reflect on its performance in the immediate past year, and to pledge and re-commit anew to the original ideals and purposes for which the Group of 77 was created to accomplish. A self-assessment of the group’s achievements and a re-dedication of purpose are crucial if the Group is to successfully confront the myriad of challenges that its members face. 

2. On a personal level, the ceremony affords our membership the chance to pay tribute to the invaluable work and exemplary stewardship provided G-77, by the government of Qatar through the steadfast leadership of His Excellency Foreign Minister Ahmad bin Abdullah Al-Mahmoud, and led by the eloquent Ambassador Nassir Abdulaziz al-Nasser, Qatar’s delegation particularly in New York, and other UN centres as well. 

Collectively, they provided outstanding negotiation skills and a level of industriousness and dedication that benefited all G-77 countries. 

The fact that the Government of Qatar on occasions utilized its own resources to advance the cause of G-77 underscored Qatar’s unwavering support and commitment to the future and well-being of the Group as a whole. 

Mr. Chairman,


The handover ceremony is taking place less than a month, when the world watched helplessly in shock and disbelief, as the worst natural disasters in living memory destroyed human life and property mercilessly and indiscriminately. The world is still reeling from the aftershocks of this unthinkable, unimaginable human tragedy. But the human spirit to pick up the pieces and move on, will never be broken, nor curtailed even if the obstacles appear insurmountable at first glance.  The outpouring of support worldwide, and the pivotal role played by the UN, gives us reason for optimism about the basic decency of mankind.

Mr. Chairman,

The year 2005 will be a critical one for G-77 and its membership, and the international community at large. It will be a defining moment for the Group’s existence in terms of convincing itself, and the rest of the world that security and development are one and the same, and both sides of the same coin. 

While the findings of the reports of the High Level Panel and the Millennium Project Team are being debated and scrutinized by the member states of UN , it is our prayer, on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum countries of the Group of 77, that Secretary General Annan’s own report in March will consolidate the common threads of reasoning advanced in both reports to help make the case beyond reproach of the inter-relatedness and inter-connectedness of security and development, and that undue focus and pursuit of one aspect only of this relationship, will be detrimental to the future of world  community as a whole. This interrelatedness and complimentarity should underpin any discussion and decisions emanating from the Main Summit Event in September 2005. 

Mr. Chairman,

A fortnight ago, the Mauritius Strategy Document was adopted by the United Nations as the blueprint for joint collaborative effort between SIDS and the international communities to help Small Island developing states achieve sustainable development. Jamaica as a member of SIDS and AOSIS played a key role in all phases of the negotiations leading to Mauritius. Through our shared membership of these bodies, there is already close affinity and a congruence of interests between Jamaica and the Pacific G-77 countries, on whose collective behalf I am taking the floor.

Fittingly and appropriately, we are delighted Mr. Chairman, to meet today under your guidance and leadership. 

Allow me to join previous speakers in expressing our pleasure in welcoming your country, Jamaica, a member of SIDS, as Chairman of the Group of 77 for the year 2005.  We have total confidence that under your dedicated leadership, ably supported by Ambassador Stafford O. Neil and his team of talented diplomats, the concerns and interests of all developing countries are in safe and committed hands. With equal confidence let me say that you may count on the fullest support and cooperation from the G-77 member countries of the Pacific Islands Forum

Let’s move forward in harmony of unity and purpose, and let’s consolidate our past gains and build on the solid foundation laid by Qatar and other past G-77 leaders.

I thank you Mr. Chairman
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