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STATEMENT BY H.E. ALI’IOAIGA FETURI  ELISAIA 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SAMOA 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
ON BEHALF OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM GROUP 
TO THE FIFTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE  

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SECOND COMMITTEE 

On Item 85 (b):  Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States 

New York, 20 October 2004
Mr Chairman

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum members which are members of the United Nations, namely, Australia, Kiribati, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and my own country, Samoa.  I will be addressing my comments to Item 85(b), Small Island Developing States.

Mr Chairman

The January Mauritius International Meeting on Small Island Developing States is of great importance to all members of the Pacific Islands Forum Group.  The Pacific Islands Forum Group will do all it can to make Barbados + 10 a success.

As its first task, the International Meeting must reaffirm the continuing significance of the Barbados Declaration and Programme of Action:  its goals and actions remain of crucial relevance to the countries of our region, as does its full implementation.  We believe the International Meeting must also highlight new and emerging issues relating to the sustainable development of Small Island Developing States that have arisen since the BPOA was agreed. In short Mr Chairman, the International Meeting should serve to remind the international community that SIDS face a specific set of vulnerabilities, and that they continue to need dedicated assistance to address those vulnerabilities, and to build their resilience.  

The informal negotiations on the draft Strategy for the Further Implementation of the BPOA have made good progress so far.  It is crucial that the International Meeting agree on a forward-looking, action-oriented document, and we believe we are well on the way to achieving that.  We also hope that the meeting will result in other specific “deliverables” for SIDS, and in this regard we encourage SIDS and their development partners to come to Mauritius prepared to develop partnership activities and engage in side events.

In this connection, we encourage the Secretariat to do all it can to promote and facilitate partnership activities in conjunction with the International Meeting.  

Mr Chairman

For Mauritius to be a success, it is important that countries send high-level representation.  Pacific Islands Forum members will certainly do this:  our region will be represented by heads of state and of government, and senior-level ministers.  We strongly encourage all interested countries to send high-level representation to Mauritius.

Lastly, Mr Chairman

I would be remiss if I did not express the heartfelt thanks of the Pacific Islands Forum Group for Mauritius’s leadership of the Alliance of Small Island States, and for its hosting of the International Meeting.  Ambassador Koonjul and his team have done a fine job in leading the Group of 77 in the negotiation process, and in organising the preparations for the meeting.  We very much appreciate these efforts. 
In the same vein, we are pleased with the degree of goodwill shown by all stakeholders in the negotiations so far and hope that this will continue in to the Mauritius Meeting. Our PIF group colleague, Ambassador MacKay’s crucial role in facilitating the series of informal informals in the lead up to the International Meeting in Mauritius next January, is gratefully acknowledged. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman
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