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Statement By H.E. Ali’ioaiga Feturi Elisaia 
Permanent Representative Of Samoa 
To The United Nations General Assembly
Fifty-Ninth Session
Item 11:  Report Of The Security Council  
Item 53: Question Of Equitable Representation On An Increase In The Membership Of The Security Council 
And Related Matters 
New York, 12 October 2004
Mr. President, 
Allow me first of all to place on record my delegation’s appreciation to the President of the Security Council, and the Secretariat, for the work that has gone into the preparation of this year’s report.  Samoa is grateful for the Council’s Report which provides a comprehensive summary of its activities for the period ending 31 July 2004.

While some previous speakers have lamented the absence of an analytic assessment in the report of the Council’s achievements, including setbacks, challenges and threats confronting it, my delegation believes that the real and significant value of the report is the opportunity it affords the UN membership to gain an insight into the work and deliberations of the Security Council. 

The workload of the Security Council is steadily on the increase.  This, we feel, is partly attributed to the trend of the Council dealing with thematic topics that more appropriately fall under the purview of the General Assembly. 

There is a pressing need therefore, Mr. President, to demarcate the division of responsibilities between the Security Council, the General Assembly and other organs of the United Nations like ECOSOC to eliminate conflicting mandates, duplication of efforts and wastage of limited resources. 

On the issue of transparency of the work of the Council, we welcome the fact that more open meetings and briefings were held over the last year.  While we commend these as useful means of engaging the international community on issues that directly affect them, these consultations are not institutionalized, and at best, are held selectively and at random. We therefore urge a more structured approach to allow member states to contribute in an effective and meaningful manner to the decision-making process, both to encourage wider ownership of decisions taken, and to facilitate their timely implementation. 

Mr President, 

The Council’s primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security under the Charter has not eroded with the passing of time.  On the contrary, it continues to remain valid, relevant and important as it has ever been.  It is therefore in the collective interest of the UN membership that the Security Council should be effective, decisive, representative and respected. 

Mr President, 

Samoa continues to actively support the enlargement of the Security Council in both the permanent and non-permanent membership.  We believe that the expansion of the Council is both necessary and desirable to mirror present day realities and to enhance its effectiveness and legitimacy.  

Like other member states, Samoa supports a credible and efficient Security Council as the central point of reference in a multilateral peace and security system.  In that regard, we continue to support the increase in the number of permanent members of the Security Council to include Japan and Germany because of their invaluable contribution to the international community; a stance Samoa took eight years ago at the 51st session of the General Assembly, and recently during last month’s General Debate. 
The almost fourfold increase in the UN membership over its 59 year history, comprising in the main developing and small island states, makes it imperative that the expansion of the permanent membership of the Council should be all-encompassing of representatives from the regions of Asia, Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Mr President, 

Any reform of the Security Council will always be difficult to accomplish given the sensitivity of the issues and the competing and sometimes irreconcilable interests at stake.  This is why my delegation awaits earnestly the report of the High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change and its recommendations to breathe new life into the Security Council reform.  We will be actively engaged in the consideration of the said report and any other on-going initiatives in the collective search towards reforming the Security Council, so that it responds effectively to today’s global challenges, threats and realities. 

I thank you Mr. President. 
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